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Green planning can help you discover green savings!   
Can ñgreenò thinking provide immediate and substantial savings for you today?  The answer is 

yes, absolutely! Most people realize that green building is a means to obtain higher energy 

efficiency through utilization of better products and services.  However, there is another side to 

green: better use of our natural resources through efficient project planning. For those who 

realize not all plan directions cost the same, innovative planning is everything. There are 
numerous areas in custom home planning or remodeling where one can save thousands without 

compromising their program through better planning options.  Although all of our clients have 

been able to capitalize on some savings through better planning by designing and pricing for 

greater efficiency, here are a few examples of how ñless was moreò, since the revised plan 

direction provided a similar direction for a lot less money! 

 

Example #1 
Imagine planning to update your home with a new 20ô x 24ô addition renovation project and 
discovering with a bit of ingenuity that the 528 square foot addition is not necessary to obtain the 

new space you requested.  Instead you find that through efficient planning you could correct the 
existing problems that existed (See BEFORE picture below: Sagging, leaky, unventilated and 

poorly insulated roof) while building on the existing footprint to achieve the space required 

avoiding the cost for: NEW EXCAVATION , FOUNDATION , ROOFING, SEPTIC 

SYSTEM ISSUES AND OTHER MISCELLANEOUS  BUILDING MATERIAL COSTS .  

 

                                                         
 

 

 

The client requested a 20ôx 24ô 

addition to the side of this home 

to accomplish the space neededé 

ébut J.R.N. Design discovered a less 

expensive direction avoiding 

unnecessary costs while working to 

provide the required program and 

the desired budget! 



Example #1 continued planning with efficiency. 
The understanding of the costs involved during the design process allows for greater 

efficiency through plan adjustments to help remove unnecessary complexity and expense.  

The sketch below illustrates a suggestion made during the design process to remove 80sf at 

the upper level loft and a covered porch below along with all hand framing for the roof 

construction.  These additional design suggestions reduced the project cost by $15,000.00. 

                                                               
THE ORIGINAL DIRECTION ABOVE PROPOSED ALL HAND FRAMING TO MATCH T HE 

EXISTING SIDE , BUT AFTER PRICE UNDERSTANDING, A LESS COSTLY APPROACH WAS 

PROPOSED FOR BETTER EFFICIENCY AND THE A CQUISITION OF THE DESIRED BUDGET.                        

          
 

THE PROPOSED REDUCTIONS FOR GREATER EFFICIENCY  WERE: 

ELIMINAT ION OF 80 SQ. FT. AT THE LOFT PLUS THE COVERED PORCH BELOW AND 

THE COMPLEX HAND FRAM ED ROOF DIRECTION FOR  A SIMPLER TRUSSED ROOF 

DIRECTION  THAT COULD BE CONSTRUCTED IN 1/4 THE TIME .  (See Testimony #1) 

The proposed addition on 

the left consisted of a hand 

framed roof to match the 
existing method of 

construction at right, but 

was omitted for cost and 

efficiency. 

Existing construction: See 

Before photo above. 

The removal of 80 sq. ft and the hand framing in place 

of simple truss direction allowed for greater efficiency 

and a price reduction of $15,000.00+!  

This simple span truss 
was used in place of 

hand framing. See 

section left. 

Omit covered 

porch area. 

JRN suggested 

the removal of 

80SF of low 
ceiling area 

that required a 

hand framed 

roof direction.  

2nd story addition 



Example #2 

(SAVING  $500,000.00!!! )  
Here is another example of what green planning can do.  Letôs say you were planning to demolish two 
adjacent 1,500 SF cottages to make room for one new 4,000 SF log home.  A new log home of this 
size c ould cost approximately  $820,000 .  However, with a little  innovative thinking and efficient 
planning, you discover that it is possible to add one 900 SF addition for around 320k connecting the two 
cottages resulting in approximately the same square footage, but at about  $500,000 less!  Thatôs a lot of 
unnecessary labor and lumber saved. (See Testimony example #2)  

 

   
       Save those houses!                            Planning green will save you gr een!                                  

                                                                        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Acquiring pricing specifics from builders or sub-contractors can sometimes be hard to do since often 
times complexity or uncertainty found within the plan requested by a client is a basis for caution relative 

to pricing, but J.R.N. Design seeks pricing information  for it s designs competitively  and works to 

understand better directions for the areas that can cause the uncertainty for improved clarity and 
efficiency.  
  
The homes in this article were put together by a design process that allowed for greater  insight since 
they provided pricing together with the design development. This type of design process works to offer 
accountability for what was designed and the accountability allowed for better planning since our clients 
could see real pricing (competitively) associated with real plan options in place of only one uncertain 
direction.  Additionally, our clients have the  option to remove the unnecessary complexity through the 
understanding of alternate design directions in place of the standard practice of ñrevisionsò. (If  pricing is 
uncertain or high, we consider why and look to alterations or adjustments for less ambiguity).   

The existing cottage at left is 
joined with the existing cottage 
on the right with a 900 S.F. 
addition in the middle  creating 
one 3,900 SF Log home. 
See after photoé 

This 900 S.F. renovat ion and 
addition project cost $320k in 
place of an $8 20,000.00 new 
log home that the client was 

consider ing . 


